PAWS IN THE CITY
2009 Annual Report

Paws in the City was founded to fill in a gap left by other rescue groups. In four years
we have become one of the largest rescue organizations in Dallas, and we are grow-

ing at a phenomenal rate because we are different. We do a lot with the resources we

are blessed to receive. We take sick animals from the city shelters and make them well.

We train dogs that are hard to adopt. We rehabilitate dogs that have been used for

fighting, beaten and thrown out of <car
the most energetic, loving and dedicated volunteer group of any charity. We produce
some of the most fabulous and fun events in town. Most of all, we bring happiness tg
good people by matching them with loving dog and cat companions.

2009 was a difficult year for all ngorofits, yet we had our most successful year in every
facet of our operation. We raised more money than ever before, largely through the
generosity of those who attended our Top Hat and Tail fundraiser. We had more

adoptions than ever before, through the tireless efforts of our volunteers and through
the incredible support of the businesses that host our adoption events. The reduction
of business activity may continue into 2010, but our success at placing pets into good
homes has never been better. We are now holding multiple events every weekend!
As |l ong as there are pets that need sag
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Before Easter 2009, we rescued 6 dogs from the Dallas city shelter who were going to be "put to sleep”
because of heartworms, an eye issue and a hernia. They went to our vet and were put in isolation. They
began heartworm treatment and were doing fine. Truman was adopted on the day the vet cleared them
for foster care. A few days later, Melissa, who was fostering Pirate called to say Pirate was sick. The vet
suspected distemper. The next day, we got a call from Percy's foster, Bethany, that he was sick. It was
Saturday before Easter and he was brought to an emergency vet. Then Truman's new dad called and
said Truman was sick. In the meantime, a volunteer called us and said she met a family who wanted to
give up their 6 week old puppy. She knew if it went in the city shelter it would be euthanized as it was so
young. She brought it to our vet and the puppy tested positive for Parvo. Then another foster parent
called; Duffy was throwing up and lethargic. He went to the emergency vet on Easter day.

While Bethany was at the emergency vet with Percy, a couple came in with a bloody dog they found on
the side of the road. They said the shelter had turned them away. The vet would not help this dog unless
the couple paid for services. They could not afford to do so, so they asked the vet to euthanize her to put
her out of her misery. The vet said, yes, but it will cost to do that too. The woman fell to her knees cry-
ing. Bethany offered to pay. Then, the doctor said he felt the dog could be saved if anyone wanted to
pay for it. Bethany called us. Long story short, the dog we named Easter was a bait dog from a dog
fighting ring and had bite wounds that were infected. She was probably thrown out of a car and had road
rash. She was also badly infected with heartworms. She had lots of dead tissue and we did not know if
she would survive even if treated, but she made a full recovery and was adopted by her foster parents.
We took the 6 city dogs to a specialist on distemper.

We were advised that the odds were against us in many of these cases, and that treatment would be
expensive. Inside, we knew that we would recover if we lost our money, but losing our resolve in a time
of crisis would haunt us forever. Sadly, Pirate and Truman could not be saved. But they spent their final
days eating "people food" and sleeping in a bed. They died knowing they were loved as they left this
world. Cookie, Percy, Hudson and Parker all recovered and each of them brings happiness every day to
their new families. Easter went to live with a couple who are now dedicated volunteers for Paws. The
puppy with Parvo recovered and is living in a loving home. Duffy had an intestinal infection, recovered
and eventually found a forever home.




PAWS IN THE CITY MAKES A DIFFERENCE

All of these beautiful pets had run out of options until Paws stepped in

Petunia was shot at by a
BB gun and pregnant when
she arrived at the Dallas
shelter. Pregnant animals
are euthanized unless a
rescue group steps in. Pe-
tuniabs litter
on our website daily. Mom
and babies all live in great homes now.
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nnabelle was found with
her left eye hanging out.
Paws jumped in to have
her medical problems
addressed, then found a
foster who could properly
care for an extremely
traumatized animal. An-

nabelle was adopted by the foster.

K\lo animal should be euthanized solely because it has an easily curable medical ailment such as \

heartworm. However, with overcrowded shelters, sick dogs are not given a chance for adoption.
Paws in the City takes as many of these animals as possible.

Pregnant cats are also
given a very short stay at
a shelter before eutha-
nasia is scheduled. In
2009, Paws in the City
took a more active role

in helping DAS place
cats in loving homes.
Taking responsibility for
a pregnant cat, however,
means taking the re-
sponsibility for the entire
litter.
our capacity to handle
cats in 2010.
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Guest Dogs

Good people rescue dogs
every day. The problem
is, they often have no real-
istic means of finding a
home for their rescue.
Similarly, smaller rescue
groups cannot secure the
prime adoption sites that
are available to Paws.
Paws in the City is always
happy to help individual
rescuers and smaller or-
ganizations by sharing our
resources. We also ar-
range for individuals to get
our special rates at veteri-
narians and boarding facili-
ties.
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